
SHREWSBURY BOOKFEST 2020 

The Arts Society Shrewsbury has sponsored the art competition for Shrewsbury 

Bookfest for over a decade as one of our Young Arts projects.  Bookfest is a biennial 

children’s literary festival with the aim of ‘inspiring, enthusing and entertaining 

children through literature and the arts’, an ambition which we fully support.  Children 

in the top two classes of Shropshire primary schools (9-11 year olds) are asked  to 

read six novels and vote for their favourite.  They can also join in various 

competitions – writing a letter to one of the characters, making a short video trailer 

about one of the books or doing a painting or drawing which illustrates a scene or 

character.  Our input is to judge and award prizes for this art competition. 

Congratulations to Jerry Wallace and his team of judges on completing their ‘virtual’ 

deliberations over the Shrewsbury Bookfest Art Competition.  While they would 

normally expect to meet and discuss the entries over a cup of tea, this year, because 

of ‘social distancing’, everything has been done through the magic of technology.  

Jerry scanned all the entries – over 600 paintings from 29 primary schools – and 

emailed them to our  judging panel.  They picked their personal top 5 from each 

school then Jerry fed the numbers into a giant spreadsheet to choose the winners and 

runners-up.   

Sorting and judging the entries for the Bookfest Art Competition is always a 

mammoth task, but a special commendation is due to Jerry and the judges for their 

persistence in overcoming the extra obstacles this year and completing everything in 

time for the Bookfest Award Ceremony.  Normally, the awards would be made in 

Theatre Severn in front of a packed of audience of very excited primary school 

children, with winners receiving thunderous applause and squeals as they go up to 

get their prizes.  Sadly, this year that just couldn’t happen.  However, the Bookfest 

team have done a miraculous job in putting the event online.  It’s not quite the same, 

but it’s definitely a lot better than letting this wonderful celebration of literature and 

art become another victim of Covid-19. 

We’re hoping to be allowed to post copies of the winning entries on our website, but 

in the meantime, you can see them as part of the ‘Virtual Awards Ceremony’ on 

YouTube at www.shrewsburybookfest.co.uk/event/awards-ceremony   To get to the 

Art Competition, click on the video timeline at 39.45 minutes and let your finger 

hover over the pause button so that you can take your time looking at the entries.  

There are the winners and highest scoring runners-up from each of the 29 schools 

which took part, then the top 4 entries.  And the overall winner is …  Lilly from 

Claverley C/E Primary School with her wonderful painting of an eagle from the book 

Eagle Warrior.  Well done Lilly, and we hope that you and all your fellow winners 

enjoy using the boxes of art materials to make more fantastic paintings! 

Thank you to all our members who make our sponsorship of Young Arts possible by 

buying raffle tickets at the meetings.  Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
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